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Abstract

Agriculture is an importanfield and also a priority of Romania's developmdntthis regard, providing
food for population is a factothat ensures the specificity of agriculture. For this regsee can consider that
agriculture is a starting point for the soegconomic development of the country. Romania is recognized, at
European and international level, for its experiene cultivaing natural and traditional products.

The agricultural area offers the possibility of supplying raw materials for bottpdipeilation and fothe
manufacturingndustry. It is aimed that the organization of the agricultural area to be made so thatritie tlaat
have agricultural destination to be used as rationally as possible. Also, ihpsriant to introduce in the
agricultural circuit all the unused lands. Thefdmentation ofheagricultural land is a disadvantage in tipgocess
of rational organizaion of agriculturalarea Efficient use of land, as a requirementtloé intensiveand durable
agriculture is a complex activity that involves servation activities and soil improvement.

Due to the role that they have, the approach of the aspects referring to the medium anchbigamito be
different from the approaches referring to the small farms. If the farms frorirgheategory take into account the
agriculture as a business, the small farms are important for the rural areéelbyng food and social security and
means of traditional production that contributes to the envirortroenservation.

Romania’'s economic recovery can be achieved based on the atthatibas ¢ be given to thifield.

Being an important factor of social stability anflthe maintainance of the ecological balanagticulture
enjoysan increasing attention worldwidel'he sipply andthe demand of food determines the use of agricultural
resources.

The article presents the current situation of agriculfua¢é national andregional levels. Through this
analysis we highlightedthe valuable elements of agriculture. \dmsideredhalso the main functions of agricultural
areas including here thenatural resource conservationthe ecosystembalance and the harmonization sdcial
and cultural functionsvith the economic function

Consideringthe agricultural potentialthat it has Romania should considéhat agriculture is one of the
most important resources ftieeconomic development.

In particular, the selection of Vrancea County was made in order to carry out an ianafiythe current
situation in this area.

The article offers information on the natural and agricultueaka of Vrancea County. The analysis
highlights the role andhe importancethat the agriculture hass a sociceconomic development potential of
Vrancea County.
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1. Introduction

Peoplehave always been concerned about the expansion of agricultural areas, espedialhsthptly
searching fertile places. In this regard, they used various methods in ordentifyiand use new lands, such as:
terracing, irrigation, deforestation, drainage.

Baseline characteristics or rural aregre not kept. Due to agriculture, the rural area has been modified
over the centuries. The diverse environment and the landscapesre&ted by the agriculture.

The expansion of the agricultural lands are important too, but impetant are the wayd organizing and
developing the agricultural area. Hereby, the formation and the developm#re afyricultural area involve a
rational use of the agricultural lands and requires the introduction of theduanéses in the agricultural circuit, as
well. A very important issue that negatively affects thecagfure is the fragmentation of the agricultueaids.

When referring to the ground planning, we can appreciate thate it @/adhiy adapting the surfaces that
are ready to be planted on (rehabilitation works, clearance, levellingbyHemnsidering that the organization and
the use of the agricultural areas are complex activities, they need tohmaequirements of the intensive and
durable agriculture, by using rationally and e#iuily thelands and, also, by conserving and improving the ground.

In Romania, the agriculture is one of the most important branches of the hatonamy.Romania’s
ground fund surface is aprox. of 23,8 mil. hectares. Therefore, the agecutigheter with theilviculture and the
pisciculture, contributes to the development of the gross domestic income ineatpge that was, in the latest
years, around 6%.

We have to take into accoutttatin the last half century there were new challenges. We talk abmatel
change and about tlseistainable mnagement of natural resources, about the support offeree inral areagheir
vitality and the food safety.

Also, wehave to considethat an economic activity cannot be broken by the natural processesdinainoc
the environment, dboy the society processeas independent systems. These processes can be attracted in economic
activity either agpotential suppliers aisconsumer®f economigotential[1].

2. Romanian agricultural area

In Romania, in rural areas, the most important agtis the agriculture

We candefinethe agriculturabreasasany expansion of land which is exploited in order to cultivate plants
or toraise animals. Agriculturakea is defined byhe cultivated land andby the fitout worksdeveloped by people
If we talk about agricultural areas agriculturatiestinationthen certainly we want tobtain the uset arate as high
as unused surfaces.

Accordng to the European Charter of Rural Areas, laa@sused foagriculture silviculture, pisciculture
and, also, for the economic and cultural activibéthe locals 11]. Reduced anthropogenic pressure causes a higher
capacityof conservation and reconstruction of the landscape. In the last geshiieryo urbanization trendsome
structural changes happend in rural areas. There were takendevelopments and improvement actions in order to
increase the production capacity of the ground and to modernize the rurt.h@iberefore, the means of
communication developed andetle appeared new nagricultural activites. These aspects draw attentioneo th
modenrnization of the rural areas.

If we consider the demographaspectsthenwe can say thatn 2014 46% of the total resident population
of Romania was living in the rakarea. Of this percentagt/.2% were males and 45.1% were females.

In terms of administrativéerritorialissues Romania has a total of 2,861 communes and 12,957 villages.

In 2013, in Romania, aprox. 8,53 million people were employed, with 2% morerth20ill. Of these
persons47% were females.

Considering theational economic activities NACE ReX, in 2013, the percentage of the people employed
in the agriculture, silviculture and pisciculture fieldsgctkased with 3%gcompared to 2012. Howevethe
agriculture,the silviculture and the piscicultufeelds remain in first place in a top dhe employed population
distribution with a percentage of 27.9% thie total employed population.

The cultivated area hascreased from 7.8 million hectarés 201Q to 8.2 million hectaresn 2013,which
meansan increase of approximately 5%.

Tableno. 1 showghe cultivated areda 2013 with the maincrops.
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Source: developed by authors based on data available @wébsite of the National Institute of Statistics
(http://www.insse.ro/cms/)

The data irthe tableshowsthatin the cerealgategory, the largest surfaces were alloctaetie cultivation
of corns(almost 47%) anaf wheat (almost 39%). Alsan the category obily plants 75% of thesurfaceshave

Table 1 Areas cultivated in 2013 with the main crops

Main crops

Areas planted in 2013

(hectaes)
cereal grains 5.421.181
wheat 2.103.985
barley 495.685
oat 182.227
corn 2.518.268
the grain legumes 44.264
oil plants 1.426.874
sunflowers 1.074.583
colza 276.596
soya grains 67.672
sugar beet 28.144
potatoes 203.424
vegetables 259.029
tomate 48.369
white cabbage 54.907
peppers 19.491
edible root crops 18.014
watermelons and 30.356

melons

beencultivated with sunflowers.

Based orthedata from Table lwe createdrigure 1 which shows the distributioof the cultivated surfaces

with main cropsin 2013, in hectares.

Figure 1.Distribution of the areawith the main crops, in 2013
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Source: developed by authors based on data dsailan the website of the National Institute of Statistics

(http://www.insse.ro/cms/)
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It can be noted that for the cutivation of cereals for berries, there hasllmmted the largest surface (over
5 million hectares), followed by the cultivationaify plants (almost 1,5 million hectares).

The main functions of agriculturateas refeto the production of food and raw materials for manufacturing,
production of food for the population, conservation of natural resousmils Water, flora, fauna, ecgstems
balance), tourism potential.

Farms are primary economic withat ensureéhe development of thegricultural process. They can be
formed by one or more properties of landnimalsand of the necessary means for the agricultural production
process.The differentiationcan be madelepending ortheir legal naturepn the ownership, on the nature of the
developed activities and on their economic size.

Considerng that the farmsay have one or more owners and may be in a private property or in an
assocative onedepending on the general typeagfricultural acivity farms can be divided infarms specializedn
crops (field, haticultural and permanent cropsfarms specialized on animal productiglivestock grazing,
respectively granivores) and mixédixed crops, livestock, unclassified).

The rural area is dominatedsually, by the agriculture. Othe mountain predominate the silviculture and
the woodworking. Also, on the mptainous areas, on the coast and in the delta, predominate the aabivities
agrotourism, the hunting and the piscicultufmother characteristic ofthe agriculturalareasis given by the
involvement of people at the same timeagricultural anchonragricultural sectors. Thubsere are pedominant the
practical professions that require more professionalifoqpadions at the same time. Due to the familiar private
property, the locals from the rural areas have a higher entrepreneuitabsgied on a sense of property different
from the locals from the urban areas.

Naturallandscape in rural areas is an invaluable heritage of mankind. Traditteabbhd regionatulture
is given by the rural way of life, by the traditions and the customs. The #&easd value of the rural area is
represented by the social and cultdifal of the locals in the rural areakhe environment in the rural area has a low
population density and a discontinuity of the built surface. Here, the envinbiisriess polluted than in the urban
area. The productive activities are predominantly agitical or silvicultural and, also, based on the manufacturing
and trading industry.

According totheinformation published on the website of the European Commidsio8007, Romania has
28.7% of Europeafarms[9]. Thesefarms have different size of aces Considering this aspect, it is necessary a
differentiated approach depending on the size of the respective farm. &hienmand big farms have made
agriculture to be a business, while small farms have a less importanhrtile market. Their imptance is given
by the possibility of offering food and social security, but also of prowgdhie environment, by using traditional
means of production.

The importance of agriculture is givéry the fat that it is the branch of the economy that carusnshe
food for population and materials for the alimentary and-alonentary industries. The agricultuemsures the
maintenance of ecological balance, bedtgp an important factor of the social stability. As losgtere isdlemand
for food, the rateof agriculture use is highAnother aspect of agricultural activity is given the meansof
productionTherefore in other economic activitiepeople coordinatéhe implementation of various activities. In
agriculture, however, people do rwve this role anymoydecause many of the activities depend on the natare,
the climate and on thgeographical positioning.

Romania has a high agricultural potential. The agriculture is one of the impsttant resources of
development. The progress of a country dimel accomplishment of theuman needs can be achieved itsy
beneficial integration in the national economy.

However,its hard or, even, impossible, foaditional local productt find theri place in the hypermieets,
not only because of the policy of traders, but also because of some chissnaetween the modern global
marketing system and the particularities of the local produi@rs.

With a high capacity for regeneration and due to the contribution to theogmasit of national economy,
agriaulture has several functionSherefore, lhe first function is gien byfood function Thisrole is based on the
possibility of providing daily food. Food requirements of a country depend mostllieasioimestic agricultural
production. People's wellbeingre be based on agricultural products.

Lately, there have developed the pollution trends of the environment. Thus, anothéonfuhet the
agriculture has, is the protection of the environment. As ecological funcignculture contributes to the
protection, the restoration andhe maintenancef the environment. lis desired in this way,to maintaina clean
environment andb achievehigh quality food.

Finally, another important function of agriculture is #arioceconomic developmenthis role isgiven by
the balance that the agriculture achieves in order to consolidsgedhemic development. With a high share in the
economy, agriculture is an important source of employment and indommeny rural areas, agriculture is the main
activity. It should be noted, however, that thesadtionshave evolvedoth depending on timpe and dependin on
the respective space.
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In order to increase productivity, current technologies atseemical fertilizers, pesticidethat harmful
influencethe environmentln order to avoid or to decrease the pollution produced by the chemical festilze
hawe to ensure the growth of the use coefficient of the active substances by3jlaits pleasing thathereare
concerngeferring to the protection of nature atadthe pollution decrease in the agriculture fidldus, he concept
of ecologic agriculturas more and more important in the Romanian agriculture. In this regardaiined to
establish strict rules for the use of polluting chemicald fertilizers applied to agriculturalreas It is created, in
this way, the premise of a sustainable agriculture in Romania, based on th&goratetife quality and of the
environment.

3. Agriculture in Vrancea County

Vrancea County is locatedin the South East & Romania, in the Curvature Carpathians. Vrancea County
has an area of 4.857 kmz2, which represents 2,03 t#eafurface oRomarna. Vrancea has a number ofdwvns and
cities, of which 2 municipalities. It also has 68 communes and 331 villages.

Accordingto the census of 2011, in Vrancea County live a numb888f943 people. Of thesg7.7% live
in urban areas and 62.3% live in rural areas.

Vrancea County is bordered in the north by Bacau County, in the north-eastby Vaslui County, in theeastby
Galati County, in thesoutheastby Braila County, in the south and soutest by Buzau County and in the west by
Covasna CountyFrom geographicall point of view Vrancea County has a varied landscape, from plains and
mountainsto hills, these landforms allowg a balanced and diversified development dahe agriculture in the
county. Theefore, the relief ofVrancea countyincludes: Vrancea Mountains, the Carpathian Hills and tHeower
Siret Plain.

Of the total area of Vrancea CounB2.54% igepresented bggricultural land and 47.46% arespresented
by nonagricultural ares Forthe agricultural areas, thdistribution of the usecategoriess described in Figure 2,
and forthenon-agricultural ares, the distribution is described kigure 3.

Figure 2 Distribution of use categories for agricultural area
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Source: developed by authors based on data available on the website of the Nasitid¢ of Statistics
(http://www.insse.ro/cms/)
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Figure 3.Distribution of use categories for noragricultural areas
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Source: developed by authors based on data available on the website of the Natiiing lofsStatistics
(http://www.insse.ro/cms/)

Thus, we can see that the majoritytbé agricultural land in the county (58%) were used for different
cultures as arabkurfacesandaprox.10.5% wereaused forvineyards and grapevine nurseries.

Also, fromthe total area of neagricultural &nd, almost 84% is used for forests and other forest vegetation.
We have to considethat forest vegetation is the main factor that helps thervsibrage in the soil arttlat can
prevent or greatly mitigatdnetorrential phenomena arke soil erosion3].

Vrancea County is the county that has the largest area of vineyards badtimgthe countryln 2013, this
was in amount 025,351 hectares and represei®.2% of the total vineyard in bearing Romania.

In therecent yeardfor Vranceacounty,the employed population did not went througtajor changes. This
situation is shown in Table 2.

Table 2.Employed people py activities of national economyfor the period 20162013, for Vrancea County

Population Year

(thousands of people) 2010 2011 2012 2013
Total 142,2 140,5 1455 | 1419
male 71,4 69,4 72,1 72,3
female 70,8 71,1 73,4 69,6

Source: developed by authors based on data available ewdbsite of the National Institute of Statistics
(http://www.insse.ro/cms/)

It is noted that for fenlas, after an increase in 202012 followed 2013when therewas observed
decrease to a value of about 70 thousand people, #isoales as 0f2011, there was observeth increasef
employed peopleGiven the activities of the national economy for Vrancea Count, for 2013, weedeseribed in
Figure 4, the distribution of the employed population.
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Figure 4.Distribution of employment for Vrancea County, in 2013
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Source: developed by authors based on data available on the website of the INatinde of Statistics
(http://www.insse.ro/cms/)

The anployed population of Vrancea County for the agricultailgjculture and pisciculture fieldsafter an
increase in 2012 to 65,700 persohad a decreasi 2013 to 62.1 thousand people. Compared®010,in 2013
the employed population of Vrancea County for the agricultilsdculture and pisciculture fields haddacrease of
4%.

Also, compared to 2010, in 2013 the share of employed fero&l&rancea Countyin agriculture,
silviculture and pisiculture fields, increased froB8.3% to 55.2%.

4. Conclusions

The griculture andhefood production are essential components of any econowifyamy society.

The vitality andthe unity of many rural communities is maintaingge to theagriculture.

In rural areas, the possibilities of employment are limited, and the uowmght rate is very high. The
investments in public services, such as schools or healthiésittan provide for the locals some reasons to stay in
the rural areas and to raigeir children here.

In Vrancea County, we can find factors that encourage the developmegricofitare, but there are also
factors less favourable, which discourages the farmers. We can fild faroe in rural areasbut it is not
sufficiently qualified We can also talk about the high fragmentation of farmsadodit the small farmers who
associate.

A good opportunity for farmers in Vrancea County is the org@miing.

Given the large business opportunities in the production of wheeyiticulture sector can have a strong
development in the next period.
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The sociceconomic potentiabf development in a community must necessarily take into account the human
factor. The eonomic development is considered legitimate onlythé minimum social and environmental
requirements are fulfilled?rogresss realised only if the economy has a sewionan purposgt].
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