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Abstract 

Vrancea territory is one with the most attractive and various touristic resources in Romania, both natural 
and anthropic. The Evaluation of the touristic potential concerning both the main territorial administrative regions in 
Romania and those in Vrancea county but also the area hereby analyzed was made in conformity with PATN section 
6, that is Areas with touristic resources, the identification of the main parts in order to delimit the touristic areas 
taking into account the following: the natural touristic potential, the cultural patrimony, the general infrastructure, 
the mainly touristic infrastructure and the quality of the environment. 

The development of the tourism is not achievable without a good touristic infrastructure, great 
accommodatian, a proper food administration, recreation and last but not the least a communication network that 
would provide full access to all touristic points. We should also add and take into account the quality of the technical 
infrastructure (water supply, power, sewerage, telecommunications and others) which is strongly related to providing 
confort in the accommodation base, food and recreation as well.  

The localities whose anthropic and natural potential can be included into the touristic circuit, where the 
degree of urban and touristic equipping is improvable in order to operate various forms of tourism, can be organized 
into touristic villages, and the afferent income can become or turn into alternative investment funds to improve the life 
standard of the local communities on both medium and long term. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

The economic achievements in tourism on a medium term turned out to be modest in comparison with the 
existing potential in Romania and with the eastern and central European countries; this kind of disadvantage may 
persist unless alternatives of revitalization are found. Neither Vrancea will be an exception from this tendency since 
the descending trend is very obvious. 

It is a competitive touristic market with attractive tourist package and it is also a very good price/quality 
rapport the ones that determine the change of the touristic flows for or against one country. Thus, Romania has lost a 
consistent segment of tourists who chose more attractive packages in nearby countries.  

The changing of the stable legislative framework and a consistent offer of incentives for companies and travel 
agents in Romania may lead to an economic increase on medium and long term especially in the areas such as tourism 
and services. The private, internal or external investments, at least those from the Structural Funds might revitalize this 
segment and the touristic destinations in Romania, including those in Vrancea will become attractive for the mass 
tourism [Nedelcu and Brankov, 2014]. 
 
ATTRACTIVENESS OF THE TOURISTIC RESOURCES  
 

Vrancea territory owns the most various attractive touristic resources in Romania, both natural and anthropic.  
On Vrancea territory there are displayed in steps all the national elements at small scale, forms of relief 

beautifully sculptured, from the highest to the lowest, with a climate that is specific to each step and with 10°C on 
average, natural therapeutic factors in the form of the chlorinated, sulphurous, iodinated mineral springs, but also a 
large forest area with protected species of flora and fauna, an area that is ideal for forest tourism. Besides the protected 
fauna, there is also rich wildlife hunting with special areas arranged as hunting backgrounds where hunting tourism 
can be practiced, as well as fishing along the rivers. [Tătaru, 2008] 

Vrancea represents a real folk, ethnographic and cultural hearth. ‘Tara Vrancei’ region and not only, with its 
scattered villages over the waters and hillock depressions or the slopes of the subcarpathic glacis are all revealed to 
tourists through its historical monuments, its traditional activities, costumes, rustic houses completed with the wine 
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and fruit-growing countryside and nice neat orchards. The traditions and the cultural values of villages in Vrancea 
were studied endlessly by very many scientists from different fields: historians, geographers, philologists and most of 
them drew the conclusion that all these values ought to be kept and promoted: ‘Folk art and peasant folklore have 
lived together for such a long time and they have the same origins’ [Stahl, H. Paul, 1968].  
 The evaluation of the touristic potential concerning both the main territorial administrative regions in 
Romania and those in Vrancea County but also the area hereby analyzed led from the identification of the main parts 
in order to delimit the touristic areas taking into account the following: the natural touristic potential, the cultural 
patrimony, the general infrastructure, the mainly touristic infrastructure and the quality of the environment [in 
conformity with PATN, section 6]. Inside the touristic area of Romania, which is regarded as a possibility of superior 
exploitation as far as the touristic resources are concerned, Vrancea County occupies the 18th place if we take into 
account nine groups of criteria (natural touristic resources, anthropic touristic resources, ways and means of 
communication, the technical-material touristic basis, the touristic activities, the demographic potential, the economic 
potential, urban and rural localities, the degree of pollution and environmental degradation.) [Tătaru, 2008]. 
 The territory analyzed is characterized by variuos forms of tourism that sustain and complete each other 
within different kinds of specific destinations: mountaineering, spa tourism, cultural tourism, weekend tourism, rural 
tourism and agritourism, transit tourism, sports tourism hunting and fishing, ecotourism, scientific tourism, social 
tourism, business travel [Nedelcu, 2014]. 

The touristic areas superimpose over the main subunits relief and concentrate both natural or anthropic 
landmarks and touristic localities. [Cândea M., Simon T., Tătaru A., 2007] • The mountainous area is unique by its attractive high natural potential, its natural wild, reduced 
accessibility, lack of visitor facilities. There can be practiced foot tourism, hiking tour and the camping is possible 
inside sheepfolds and abodes or in personal tents , and at Lepsa-Gresu depression there is great accommodation base, 
and also the setting off to the mountains is easy. The hiking tour must be done follwing the fifteen marked tourist trail. • The touristic area called ‘Tara Vrancei’ consists of Vrancea depression and the Carpathian hills, an 
area with remarkable cultural potential, kept and promoted abroad, an area with a potential for developing agritourism 
in unspoilt nature. The evaluation of tourism attractiveness in this area reflect a high to medium potential with 
restrictiveness related to tourist and technical infrastructures. Accommodation is possible only at peasant 
establishments or you can choose the transit tourism. • The piedmont area is unique by its high cultural potential and also its potential of practicing 
viticultural tourism especially during the hravest. The tourists can taste different wines or take part in the harvest of 
the grapes, with accommodation at the peasant establishments or at the cellar type hostels (Jaristea, Cotesti).  • The plain area is defined by its low natural potential with very few cultural and historical objectives 
in the rural area, high accessibility and many localities near town have proper technical urban equipping. The 
accommodation base is ensured by the hotels and the motels situated beside the national roads which means that the 
transit tourism is facilitated. The leisure facilities are barely present within the areas around beaches by the Putna 
(Vinatori) and Milcov (Golesti) rivers, fact which determines flows of weekend tourists for recreation especially 
during summer. 

The localities whose natural and anthropic potential can be included in the touristic circuit, where the degree 
of touristic and urban equipping can be improved for practicing different forms of tourism, might be organized into 
touristic villages. [Cândea M., Simon T., Tătaru A., 2007] 

 
THE TOURISTIC  INFRASTRUCTURE  
 

The development of tourism is not achievable without good touristic infrastructure, proper accommodation 
base, proper food administration, a recreation base and last but not the least a communication network that would 
provide full access to all touristic points [Tătaru, A., Nedelcu A., 2015]. We should also add and take into account the 
quality of the technical infrastructure (water supply, power, sewerage, telecommunications and others) which is 
strongly related to providing confort in the accommodation base, food [Toderoiu F.,2010] and recreation as well [Hera 
C., 2006].  

 
             The touristic accessibility 

As to the accessibility in the areas with attractive touristic resources, the county is favourably located being 
situated at the intersection of the most direct roads which unify four of the touristic areas identified in ‘The Master 
Plan for Developing the National Tourism’, 2007, as having the maximum potential for attracting tourists: the 
European road E85 that connects Bucharest with Northern Moldavia/Bucovina and DN2D which is the most direct 
route from Transilvania to the South-East of Romania. The European road E85 is modernized and it is a constituent 
part of the european corridor 9, being doubled by an electrified double railway. The national road DN2D,  the one 
making the connection with the touristic mountainous part of the county, is in rehabilitation and modernization and at 
the end of the works it would allow satisfactory conditions on the Eastern-Western route as well.  [The Development 
Strategy of Vrancea County 2007 – 2013]. 
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In the year 2007 the internal accessibility of the county to the touristic areas was ensured by [The 

Development Strategy of Vrancea County 2007 – 2013]: 
     - four national roads crossing East-West which do not reach the necessary quality standards (with a partial 

exception of DN2L Panciu-Soveja), some portions with special touristic attractiveness (DN2L: Soveja-Lepsa, DN2N: 
Jitia – the boundary of Buzau County) being even closed to public circulation or unsuitable for traffic (DN2M: 
Andreiasu-Nereju) but they are in view of modernization and/or rehabilitation; a rich network of county and 
communal roads under an advanced degree of degradation (DJ205D, DJ205B, with a potential for wine tourism);  

     - the network of  remarkably picturesque forest roads  in the mountain and depression areas with high 
attractiveness especially for hiking and cycling but unfortunately massively damaged by natural calamities and/or 
neglect due to the inadequate status of their property, insufficiently marked or unmarked and improperly mapped; 

     - 15 tourist trails in the mountain area, totally or partially marked. 
The poor means of communication considerably limit the potential for developing tourism and prevent 

touristic integrated activities from being developed in partnership with the neighboring counties [Otiman, 2012]. 
 
             Accommodation infrastructure 

The accommodation base (Table 1) is relatively weekly developed and it continuously developed until 2008 – 
2009 especially in the branch of touristic rural pensions – both in number of units and in number of places for 
accommodation but after that the regularity of constructions stopped due to a low tourist flow, weak promoting and 
implicitly due to little interest of potential tourists. The specific facilities have been provided in areas with greater 
tourist circulation in the last years, in the area Tulnici-Lepsa-Gresu respectively (especially touristic rural pensions) or 
along the main roads for transit tourists (motels and hotels). It is to be remarked the total lack of facilities for 
accommodation in the mountainous area (huts) and their isolated presence in the vineyard area (cellars).  

 
Table 1: Structures functioning as tourist accommodation in the rural area (2006-2011) 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
Tourist accommodation - total county 42 44 43 45 45 47 

Motels & inns 4 5 5 4 4 7 

Chalets 3 3 3 2 1 1 

Rural locations 22 22 21 25 24 23 

Villas and bungalows - - - - 3 - 

Tourist stops 1 1 1 1 - - 

Camps for students 3 3 3 3 2 1 

Total rural area 
33 34 33 35 34 32 

Percentage/county 
78.57 77.27 76.74 77.78 75.56 68.09 

Source: The Yearbook of Vrancea County, 2012; Personal calculations 
 

According to statistics, during 2006-2011 the accommodation base in the rural area was represented by a 
medium number of 32 accommodation units with variability given by the economic efficiency of the unit, the 
maximum number being 35 in 2009 and after this year 3 units closed the tourist access.   

Among all the accommodation structures it was the 23 agrotouristic pensions that were best represented in 
2011 followed by motels, inns and only one hotel. In 2006 there were 3 preschool and student camps but later two of 
them were shut down and the only available permanent camp at present is Galaciuc (Table 1). 

All the classified rural tourist pensions are included in the Association for Rural and Ecological Tourism. 
Beside these accommodation units, officially recorded, in the area Tulnici-Lepsa-Gresu were built more holiday 
homes not included in the touristic circuit, but offering temporary accommodation. Tourists can benefit from 
accommodation at peasant establishments which provide minimum comfort with rustic environment and mountain 
landscape. 

In 2011 the spread of the accommodation structures in the rural area was 68 % of their total number at county 
level. By classification, the widest spread is represented by tourist pensions ranked with 2 daisies (flowers) followed 
by one-flower pensions.  

As for the capacity of the accommodation structures it is observed the same regression within the analyzed 
time interval, a regression imposed by the low tourist request and by the economic conditions experienced after 2009 
and mostly by a rise in tourism seasonality and lack of attractive package all year round.  

The biggest number of places for accommodation is with the tourism pensions with 449 places in 2011 thus 
outnumbering the total places in the student camps and lowering the accommodation capacity to 37% in contrast with 
2009 (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Evolution of the existing accommodation capacity (processing according to statistics) 

 
The total number of places for accommodation went down in 2011 with 55 places in comparison with 2006 

and their spread as compared to the total county’s capacity was in regression in comparison with a period of growth 
experienced after 2006 with a maximum in number of places registered in 2009.  

Thus, in comparison with 2009 when the accommodation capacity was one of 1280 places representing 70, 
48% out of total, in 2011 it was registered a regression of approximately five per cent 66, 88% and the crisis in 
tourism is being even now experienced. 

As to the accommodation capacity in operation (places - days) a continuous growth was registered until 2010, 
from 56, 57% to 68, 79% out of the county’s total followed by a regression of approximately one per cent in the 
following year. The highest figures are registered in Galaciuc student camp and the second position is held by motels 
and tourism pensions (Table 2). 

 
Table 1: Accommodation capacity in operation (number of places-days) 
                                  Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Total county 459722 414501 412013 417893 357931 477367 

Motels & inns 57622 65745 63205 59142 60476 98820 

Chalets           12090 

Rural locations 39833 40223 37785 65730 43411 68653 

Villas and bungalows             

Tourist stops             

Camps for students 162620 134600 131200 129900 142350 141672 

Total rural area 260075 240568 232190 254772 246237 321235 
Percentage/county 

56.57 58.04 56.36 60.97 68.79 67.29 
Source: The Yearbook of Vrancea County, 2012; Personal calculations 
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Figure 2: Evolution of accommodation capacity in operation (places-days) 

 
In 2011 it was registered a significant rise in number of places-days for motels from 57622 in 2006, to 98820 

in 2011 and still in 2011 a relatively small percentage was registered with the only tourist cottage in the rural with a 
number of 12090 places-days (Figure 2). 
 
THE DYNAMICS OF TOURIST FLOWS  

Within the last years Vrancea County experienced a continuous regression in tourist demand. Targeting 
important tourist flows in the area was unachievable due to the lack of modernized infrastructure, tourist structures in 
certain localities, resorts, as well as the lack of new tourist products, attractive programs that might promote it 
nationally and internationally. 

The analysis of some tourism indicators which refer to tourist circulation provide relevant information on the 
degree of development of touristic activities. On account of these indicators’ evolution a future ‘sizing’ can be 
achieved, even a prognosis of the phenomenon on the microscale which is essential given the tendency of 
overcrowded tourist pensions and therefore a process of degradation over certain touristic resources is imminent. 

The total number concerning the arrivals of the tourists increased in 2006 until 2011 with approximately 
49% and a small decrease in 2010 as compared to 2009 when it was registered a minus of 2229 arrivals, a situation 
which got better during 2011. Nevertheless, it is noticed the great number of Romanian tourists in comparison with the 
insignificant number of foreign tourists, that is only 6,5% in 2011 from the total arrivals in the rural (Table 3).  
Table 2: Arrivals of the tourists  in rural accommodation structures 
                    Year     
                          2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Total county 35659 38471 42085 36633 30606 41625 

Romanian tourists: 33276 35742 40157 34962 29276 39901 

Foreign tourists 2383 2729 1928 1671 1330 1724 

 Motels & inns 10423 13025 13692 11804 11629 12104 

Romanian tourists : 10234 12742 13558 11514 11292 11752 

Foreign tourists 189 283 134 290 337 352 

Chalets - - - - - 200 

Romanian tourists : - - - - - 200 

Rural locations 3890 4652 5529 7408 5233 7914 

Romanian tourists : 3714 4475 5358 7271 5071 7747 

Foreign tourists 176 177 171 137 162 167 

Camps students 1888 2088 1751 2910 3031 3969 

Romanian tourists 1888 2088 1751 2910 3031 3969 

Total  rural area arrived 16201 19765 20972 22122 19893 24187 
Percentage/county 45,43 51,38 49,83 60,39 65 58,11 

Source: The Yearbook of Vrancea County, 2012; Personal calculations 
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The biggest number of tourists arrived preferred the motels, 352 of the tourists being foreigners in 2011, 

followed by tourist pensions with 7914 tourists, most of them preferring summers for recreation or winters due to the 
attractive packages offered on the occasion of winter holidays.  

The number of tourists arriving in the rural was smaller in 2006, whereas after 2009 over 50% out of the total 
tourists at county’s level preferred the rural.  

The number of overnight stays increased during the analyzed interval with 66% in 2011as compared to 2006, 
exceeding the total number of arrivals with 169% in 2011, which means that tourists prefer a two or three-day holiday 
to their favorite touristic area (Table 4). 
 Table 3: Total number of overnight stays in rural accommodation structures 

                 Year 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Total county 64420 66769 73491 64731 51464 71697 

Romanian tourists: 58364 60685 69406 60517 49097 68766 

Foreign tourists 6056 6084 4085 4214 2367 2931 

Motels & inns 12293 14022 14413 12225 12044 14629 

Romanian tourists : 12090 13689 14217 11935 11706 14277 

Foreign tourists 203 333 196 290 338 352 

Chalets - - - - - 420 

Romanian tourists : - - - - - 420 

Rural locations 6982 7363 9109 13338 11403 10480 

Romanian tourists : 6604 6918 8509 13017 10948 10071 

Foreign tourists 378 445 600 321 455 409 

Camps students 5409 6006 6538 9926 7680 15475 

Romanian tourists : 5409 6006 6538 9926 7680 15475 

Total nights in rural 
area 

24684 27391 30060 35489 31127 41004 

Percentage rural 
area/county 

38,32 41,02 40,90 54,83 60,48 57,19 

Source: The Yearbook of Vrancea County, 2012; Personal calculations 
 

            Modernization of preschool and student camps at Galaciuc, Tulnici, situated in the mountainous area, in the 
middle of a pine forest determined the increase in number of overnight stays in 2011 in this unit as compared to 
previous years disfavoring the overnight stays at tourist pensions with higher level of comfort. It was an increase of 
approximately 50% as compared to 2010, that is 15475 overnight stays to 10480 overnight stays at pensions.  
          Tourists preferred an overnight stay in the rural area, enjoying fresh and unpolluted air with an exceeding 
percentage of 50% after 2009 at county’s level disfavoring thus the urban.   

    The net rate for using the accommodation capacity as calculated through relating the total number of overnight 
stays to the existing accommodation capacity led to values exceeding the average of the county, with values between 
20.92% - the minimum value in 2006, to a maximum of 36,45% in 2011 (Table 5). 

 
  Table 4: The net rate for using the accommodation capacity (2006-2011) 
Total nights in rural 
area 

24684 27391 30060 35489 31127 41004 

Existing 
accommodation 
capacity 

1180 1212 1202 1280 1248 1125 

The net rate rural % 20.92 22.60 25.01 27.73 24.94 36.45 

County rate % 14,1 16,1 17,8 15,5 14,4 15,0 
Source: Personal calculations based on statistics 

The Strategy for the county development includes several projects for developing and promoting tourism, 
some of them already completed, such as ‘The touristic county of Vrancea’ or ‘The road to vineyards of Vrancea’ 
[according to Vrancea County Council website] aiming at highlighting the attractive touristic resources and to add to 
the value of the area as well [Borza Mioara, 2009], but reality reflects a regression in tourism activity, especially due 
to the economic crisis experienced after 2009.  
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

Vrancea territory owns the most various attractive touristic resources in Romania, both natural and anthropic. 
On Vrancea territory there are displayed in steps all the national elements at small scale, forms of relief beautifully 
sculptured, from the highest to the lowest. Rich wildlife hunting with special areas arranged as hunting backgrounds 
where hunting tourism can be practiced, as well as fishing along the rivers. Vrancea represents a real folk, 
ethnographic and cultural hearth. ‘Tara Vrancei’ region and not only, with its scattered villages over the waters and 
hillock depressions or the slopes of the subcarpathic glacis are all revealed to tourists through its historical 
monuments, its traditional activities, costumes, rustic houses completed with the wine and fruit-growing countryside 
and nice neat orchards.  

The accommodation base is relatively weekly developed and it continuously developed until 2008 – 2009 
especially in the branch of touristic rural pensions – both in number of units and in number of places for 
accommodation but after that the regularity of constructions stopped due to a low tourist flow, weak promoting and 
implicitly due to little interest of potential tourists. According to statistics, during 2006-2011 the accommodation base 
in the rural area was represented by a medium number of 32 accommodation units with variability given by the 
economic efficiency of the unit, the maximum number being 35 in 2009 and after this year 3 units closed the tourist 
access.   

The biggest number of tourists arrived preferred the motels, 352 of the tourists being foreigners in 2011, 
followed by tourist pensions with 7914 tourists, most of them preferring summers for recreation or winters due to the 
attractive packages offered on the occasion of winter holidays. 

Modernization of preschool and student camps at Galaciuc, Tulnici, situated in the mountainous area, in the 
middle of a pine forest determined the increase in number of overnight stays in 2011 in this unit as compared to 
previous years disfavoring the overnight stays at tourist pensions with higher level of comfort. 

In absence of efficient promoting and reducing of tax evasion, with no investment input and improving of the 
access infrastructure to areas with high potential [Bonny S., 1994] it will be impossible for the tourist flows to lead to 
an increase in income from Tourism and Services unless they fall in uptrend.  
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