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Rezumat 

The international community decided to resolve the issues regarding the environment through collective 
measures at a global level, which it tried to define and apply through the use of a proper international framework. This 
action framework at international level was created in time and is constantly evolving, including legally binding 
measures as treaties or conventions or non binding measures, as declarations, resolutions or compilations of executive 
guidances and political orientations, of the institutional measureas and sustainable financing mechanisms. 
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1.Institutional beginnings of environmental protection 

 
During the period of time prior to the ’70s of the previous century it was first discussed in the history of Humanity 

the idea of organizing some institutional meeting, especially under the sign of UNO, who were supposed to have as a 
main topic the need of regulating the environment related issues, advantages and disadvantages of different options to 
take into consideration, as well as possible sanctions for those that do not respect the environment [1]. 

Thus, The Council of Europe has proclaimed 1970 as the European Year for Environment, and in 1972 the first 
UN Conference on Environment was called in Stockholm. Regarding the biosphere, there are a large number of 
conventions and treaties such as the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, 1971), the Convention on the protection of 
cultural and natural World Heritage (Paris, 1972), the Stockholm Conference - the first summit on the problems of 
Earth (Sweden, 1972), the Convention on whaling (Washington, 1973), the Convention on conservation of Migratory 
Species (Bonn, 1979) etc. and the most comprehensive Convention on the conservation of biological diversity (Rio de 
Janeiro, 1992). 

 
2.Conferences on environment protection 

 
Stockholm Conference 1972 
The international community gathered for the first time to debate the issue of the global environment and of its 

needs of development. 118 states attended this conference, most of them with high level representatives. The Agenda of 
the Conference included: planning and managing human settlements in order to ensure the quality of the environment; 
adminstration of the natural resources of the environment; development of the environment; educational, social and 
cultural aspects of environmental issues. The most important document passed during the Conference was the 
Declaration on the environment, which include 26 principles on rights and obligations in this area, that are valid up 
until today. Anothr document passed during the Conference was the Action plan regarding the environment, which 
included 109 recommendations directed to the states for environment protection, with three components:  

a) programme for global environment evaluation (Earthwatch);  
b) activities for environment administration;  
c) support measures.  
The 5th of June, the day when the Conference started, was declared the „World Environment Day”. 
Stockholm represented a first taking stock of the global human impact on the environment, an attempt at 

forging a basic common outlook on how to address the challenge of preserving and enhancing the human environment. 
[2] 
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Another important result of the Conference was the establishment, in December 1972 by the United Nations 
General Assembly,of the Board and the Programme Secretariat of the United Nations for the Environment. Also, in 
January 1973 the Voluntary Fund for the Environment was established in accordance with the financial procedures of 
the United Nations. All of these are considered to be the cornerstone of the first international framework for dealing 
with environmental issues. The conference recognized that the environmental problems of the industrialized countries, 
such as habitat degradation, toxicity and acid rain problems are not necessarily important for all countries, ie 
development strategies and priorities do not meet the needs and priorities of the poorest countries and communities. 
The conference was dominated mainly by environmental problems and led to increasing public awareness in this area. 
[3] 
         Since its establishment, based on the recommendations of the Stockholm Conference, the Environment 
Programme of the United Nations held a series of activities to manifest within the UN system, its role as a catalyst and 
coordinator in the environmental field. The program activities can be classified into two main groups: a) sectorial issues 
of environmental factors: pollution of water, air and soil (especially land degradation); b) global problems: acid rain, 
ozone depletion, climate change, deforestation and desertification, biodiversity conservation, international trafficking 
of toxic and dangerous products and waste, protecting the environment in times of armed conflict. 
 At Stockholm in 1972, it was noted how great was the gap between scientific and technic knowledge on 
environment and needs of intervention, as well as the fact that any decision taken must be well-founded scientifically. 
One of the consequences of the Conference was the start of the United Nations Environment Programme, in fact, an 
international body based in Nairobi (Kenya). Shortly afterwards, the European Community created within the European 
Commission,the Directorate for Environment and the UN took over, within the Economic Commission, the conclusions 
and proposals of the conference. The result was discussing, negotiating and making decisions within the framework of 
international conventions of particular importance that, in the Council of Europe, are only recommendations, but in the 
European Union and the UN are binding regulations. 
 In order to limit air pollution, the Convention on Transboundary Air Pollution in 1979, then Protocols for 
sulfur (1987) and nitrogen emissions (1988) were signed. In order to protect the ozone layer were signed the Vienna 
Convention (1985), the Montreal Protocol (1987), followed by its revision in London (1990) and for the emissions of 
carbon dioxide the Climate Change Convention was signed in Rio de Janeiro (1992) and then the Kyoto Protocol was 
negotiated (1997) on the same subject; recalling that the Kyoto Protocol is valid until the end of 2012. 
  

Geneva Conference, 1979 
In a time in which the awareness of the environment problems had increased, compared to Stockholm, took 

place in 1979 the Geneva conference, that adopted the Convention on long distance cross border atmosphere pollution, 
signed by European countries and United States. The main result of the conference is also related to the launching of a 
special Programme on climate (World Climate Programme). The Geneva Conference did not manage to stimulate the 
adoption of global means but first steps were made towards concluding partial agreements, which are limited in terms 
of signing countries. 

The signing parties have proposed and implemented specific measures regarding rehabilitation operation in 
some capacity or other measures that have the effect of:  

a) reducing sulfur dioxide emissions by 30 percent by the year 1995;  
b) maintaining constant nitrogen oxide emissions at the basic level of 1987;  
c) reduction of emissions of volatile organic compounds  by 30 per cent by 1999.  
Romania joined the Geneva Convention only in January 25, 1991. 
 
Nairobi Conference 1982 
Another step for the global understanding of the environment problems was made in 1982, when in Nairobi 

(Kenya) were celebrated the 10 years that had passed from the Stockholm (Sweden) Conference. The balance 
performed was totally negative, being concluded that, despite all efforts that were made, there was few actually done 
for protecting the environment globally. It was especially noticed that there cannot be only taken into consideration the 
environment deterioration, without aiming to reduce their causes, in other words, the excessive industrialization, the 
intensive agriculture, the over exploitation of the natural resources, production of energy in excessive quantities, 
increase on transportation traffic (land, air and water), more specifically the factors through which we define the 
development of human society. On this opportunity, it was agreed that there was needed a complex, simultaneous 
approach of the environment and development conditions.  [4] 

As such, it was appointed a UN panel for "Environment and Development", to carry out such research and to 
write a report in more detail. Placed under the leadership of Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland,  then Foreign Minister of 
Norway, the Commission conducted a comprehensive report, known as Our Common Future  in 1987, but especially 
under the name of Brundtland Report , which proposed a new concept called Sustainable Development .The new 
concept lays at the basis of economic development the limits imposed by environmental protection, stating the 
following fundamental idea: sustainable development means using natural resources necessary for  the present needs 
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without this compromising the ability of future generations to secure their own needs. Or, in economic terms the well-
being of the current generation should not increase at the expense of future generations. The concept refers to two 
elements: globe depletion of raw materials and environmental damage. 
 The concept of sustainable development has enjoyed almost instant extrordinary publicity  being appropriated 
by the European Community, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United 
Nations being strongly supported in the summit Conference of Paris in the fall of 1991 . The concept of sustainable 
development was the basis of the important  World Conference of the United Nations Environment and development in 
Rio de Janeiro (UNCED, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development) in 1992, being inmcluded 
in the document entitled the Declaration of Rio on environment and development, in the 27 principles set out in Rio de 
Janeiro, and Agenda 21, reviewing the whole issue of environmental factors, current state, the dangers of damage and 
the measures to be taken to save civilization. 
 

  Conference in Toronto, 1988 
From the point of view of exceeding partial agreements or legally non binding declarations, the first real step 

for this matter was made during the Toronto Conference in 1988, the first one in which there was a shift from scientific 
area to politics. The conference is reminded for the extraordinary incisiveness of the final declarations and for the 
political commitments that were undertaken. Some of the strongest commitments made during the Toronto Conference 
were regarding climate changes: a) reduction of carbon dioxide with 20%, compared to 1988, and b) increase of 
economic efficiency with 10%, until 2005.  

For inland waters, the United Nations launched the Decade of freshwaters and the Convention on 
transboundary pollution of rivers and lakes was signed (Helsinki, 1992), and to protect the oceans the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982) and the Treaty on America (1995) and at regional level, the Convention on 
the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea (proposed in 1975, revised in 1976 and 1980) and of the Black Sea (Bucharest, 
1992). For the soil protection was held the UN Conference on Desertification (1977) and for waste was signed the 
Basel Convention (1989). 
 

               Convention of Basel 1989 
In order to regulate the crossing of the borders of the world states by the 4 million tons of toxic waste that are 

produced anually, in 1989 was adopted the Basel Convention regarding hazardous waste, transported abroad, 
convention which became effective in 1992, supplemented in 1994 and subsequently passed by 121 countries. In 1995, 
the Convention was reinforced in order to declare as illegal the toxic waste export from the developed countries to the 
developing ones, which most of the times do not have available the technology needed for damping them. Therefore, in 
1998, over 100 governments addopted an International Treaty, negociated under the patronage of Food and Agriculture 
Organization of United Nations (FAO), on the exchange of information about commerce with pesticide and chemical 
substances. 

As a result of the discussions held by the UN Commission for Sustainable Development on the need to control 
and eliminate various toxic chemicals, the countries participating in the Basel Convention, signed in 2001, the 
Stockholm Convention on organic remaining pollutants; This convention emphasizes the elimination of 12 harmful 
known chemical, including dioxins and DDT. The Stockholm Convention was signed by 126 countries and ratified by 
five parties. 
 

Rio de Janeiro Conference in 1992 
The 1992 World Environment Day was marked by the second Conference of the United Nations on the 

Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro (Brasil), which was attended by 189 states, 115 of them being 
represented at the highest level by the presidents of the respective countries. The Rio Conference was also named as the 
Environment Conference or the Conference of the 2nd Millenium; it was also attended by 182 Environment ministers 
or their counterparts, heads of the 27 UNO specialized organisms, 33 intergovernmental organisms and over 300 
NGOs, being the most numerous conference that had taken place globally. [2] 

The purpose of the Conference was the development of strategies and measures to help combat the 
environmental degradation in all countries, in the context of sustainable development of the environment. The Edition 
of 1992 of Rio Conference was an event of unquestionable importance because, among other things, involved over two 
years of intense negotiations for its preparation, implying as participation virtually all states of the planet and a number 
of over 2,400 representatives of NGO s in those countries. 

The conference ended with the adoption of a Convention for the conservation of biological diversity, rational 
use of the components of this diversity, fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from utilization of genetic 
resources, access to genetic resources by appropriate transfer of relevant technologies. The Convention stipulated the 
sovereign right of states to exploit their own resources according to their environmental policies. Romania signed this 
Convention on the 5th of June 1992 and ratified it on the 13th of July 1994. 
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On this occasion, internationally, it was officially recognized the need to integrate economic development and 
environmental protection in the objectives regarding sustainable development and was stated the growing importance 
of the international law of the environment, as a mechanism for encoding and promoting sustainable development. The 
conference resulted in two documents of utmost importance that have guided the development of mankind in the last 
two decades: the Rio Declaration, containing 27 principles of action and Agenda 21, which is an action plan for 
sustainable development, starting century XXI century,a plan which was effected in 40 chapters  intended for areas 
with specific programs, structured in terms of the basis of  action , of objectives to be achieved, of the activities to be 
carried out and their implementation modalities. [6] 
       

The results of the first Rio conference 
A new international entity of UNO was founder, meant to implement the concept of sustainable development, 

entity name the UNO Commission for environment and development, being admitted tat the improvement of the 
environment are depending, especially, on the economical and social changes and cannot be achieved only through 
local investments. For implemententing the new concepts and for specific decisions to be made there were organized 
regional international conferences, such as the one for South – East Asia or the Ministerial Conference „An 
environment for Europe”, which took place in April 1993, in Lucerna (Switzerland). The report of it, named the Action 
Programe for environment protection in Central and East Europe, includes a status on the environment’s condition in 
the 19 central and east-european countries, as well as a programme detailed on measures to be taken by all targetted 
countries, starting with direct improvement of the environment factors (air, water, soil, undeground) and up to 
reforming policies and economical concepts. Update on achievments was made during future conferences, starting with 
the one in 1995 – Sofia (Bulgaria) and up untile the one in 1998 – in Aahurs (Denmark).  

The Rio Summit generated also a number of positive reactions, including launching of numerous initiatives for 
the implementation of Agenda 21 at the local and environmental policy reorientation. In the same year - 1992 in many 
countries of the planet were established national commissions for sustainable development and were drawn up 
strategies for sustainable development. Despite these positive effects, the overall objective of Agenda 21, which called 
for a radical change in the existing systems of dominant conventional values and of the institutional processes could not 
be reached. 

After Rio, governments, international organizations, local authorities, businesses, civic groups and some 
individuals have made efforts to achieve sustainable development. Agenda 21 remains a long-term reference document 
on balancing of economic and social needs and of potential resources and ecosystems of the Earth. 

The assessment of the progress achieved five years after the Rio Conference was conducted in a conference 
under UN auspices in New York - Earth Summit + 5, in June 1997, which highlighted a number of shortcomings 
relating in particular to social equity and poverty. These issues were highlighted by: reducing official aid granted for 
development and increased international debt; failure to improve technology transfer, capacity building for 
participation and development; failure of institutional coordination and the inability to reduce excessive levels of 
production and consumption. As a result, it appealed to the ratification, strenghtening and firmer implementation of   
international agreements and conventions on environment and development. 
       
  13 years after the first Rio conference 

The United Nations Summit on Sustainable Development, which took place in Johannesburg between August 
26th – September 6th 2002, gathered 104 leaders of worlds’ states, 44 ministerial dellegations from other states of the 
worls and marked as main resuls The Johannesburg Declaration on sustainable development and the Implementation 
plan of the World Summit on sustainable development. The third World Conference of UNO on the environment 
revealed deep disputes regarding the general attitude towards the environment between the dellegations of China and of 
USA, related to the Kyoto Agreement on global warming of the planet and the consequences of this climate 
phenomenon.  

The Johannesburg Summit restated sustainable development as a central element of the international agenda 
and gave new impetus to the practical application of comprehensive measures to fight poverty and protect the 
environment. It was deepened and strengthened the understanding of the concept of sustainable development, in 
particular by highlighting the important links between poverty, environment and use of natural resources. The 
Governments agreed and reaffirmed an area of specific obligations and targets action for achieving sustainable 
development. 

The Johannesburg Declaration assumed collective responsibility to advance and strengthen the three 
interdependent pillars of sustainable development: economic development, social development and environmental 
protection at the local, national, regional and global levels. [2] 

Through The Implementation Plan was intended the application of concrete measures at all levels and 
strengthening of international cooperation, based on common but differentiated responsibilities expressed in Principle 7 
of the Rio Declaration and the integration of the three pillars of sustainable development. In this regard, efforts are 
mainly focused on: poverty eradication; changing patterns of production and consumption; protecting human health and 
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protecting and managing of the natural resource base for economic and social development. An important breakthrough 
was the support for the establishment of a world solidarity fund for poverty eradication. Also, the views of civil society 
were given a special importance in recognition of the essential role of civil society in implementing sustainable 
development and promoting partnerships. 

G20 countries showed again their availability on 12 November 2010 during the Conference Group in Seoul, to 
reach "a balanced and successful outcome" at the annual conference of the UN on climate that took place then at 
Cancun ( Mexico) from 29 November to 10 December 2010: "It is" an urgent priority for all nations", said leaders from 
the most powerful 20 countries of the planet, including the US and China, which  showed profound differences on this 
case. In their official statement, the G20 leaders also said they wanted to "promote green policies to stimulate 
sustainable growth". Cancun conference was the first major meeting after the failure in December 2009 of the 
Copenhagen summit on the environment - which could not establish a precise route for the period after 2012 when the 
Kyoto Protocol expired; The conference took place in a context in which progress in negotiations lacked and many 
countries had budget restrictions. A Chinese senior official in charge of this dossier reiterated Beijing's position 
according to whom "developed countries have a historical responsibility towards climate change". [5] 

 
Rio Conventions, 1992 and their importance 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change was proposed for signature at the first Earth Summit in Rio de 

Janeiro in 1992 and entered into force on 21 March 1994. The Convention has 165 signatories and 186 parties, but most 
industrialized countries did not achieve the proposed objective, namely the reduction by 2000 of gas emissions with 
greenhouse effect until 1990. In December 1997 in Kyoto, the governments concluded an agreement whereby 
industrialized countries accepted targets having law statute for the reduction by 2008-2012 of emissions of six 
greenhouse gases by 5% compared to 1990. In order to come into force, the Protocol had to be ratified by 55 countries. 

Cartagena Protocol on biosafety, concluded to reduce the risks of transboundary movements of living 
organisms that have undergone genetic changes and to provide safe use of modern biotechnology, was adopted in 
January 2000 and ratified by 17 countries. Parties to the Convention are currently debating issues concerning sharing 
the benefits of genetic resources with people in their home countries. 
 The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 took place in Rio de Janeiro, 
betweend June 4th – June 6th 2012, marking the 20th celebration of the first conference. The two main topics within 
the 2012 Conference were „Green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication”, as well 
as „Institutional framework on sustainable development”. [7] 
 The Rio Conference in 2012 was understood as a historical opportunity to renew the political commitment to 
human development, in order to assess the progresses achieved within the last years and the existing gaps in 
implementing the decisions agreed upon during the most important reunions on sustainable development. The UNO 
Conference on Sustainable Development „Rio+20”, where the world states were represented at highest level (presidents 
and prime ministers), also touched on topics related to strengthening the local, regional and global institutional network 
for the promotion of the sustainable development.  

UN Convention to Combat Desertification, a question raised at the first Rio Summit of the Earth, entered 
into force in December 1996. Desertification, or the degradation of arid and semi-arid lands affects the lifestyle and 
food resources of over 900 million people around the world, especially in Africa. The Convention requires a serious 
commitment for addressing problems in arid regions, almost all countries joining the program. But the resources 
available to the implementation of the program are limited. 

UN Agreement on fish stocks and fisheries control on the high seas, negotiated as an extension of the Earth 
Summit agreements, was signed in December 1995 and entered into force in December 2000. The agreement seeks to 
prevent overfishing and to settle international conflicts generated by the competition for declining fish stocks, which 
can be achieved through fisheries management at regional level. It contains important provisions of conflict regulation 
to prevent illegal fishing. Since 1 billion people living in urban centers along the coast and almost 80% of marine 
pollution is caused by land-based sources, in 1995 governments adopted the Global Programme of Action for 
Protecting the Marine Environment against the effects of continental activities. 
 Based on Forest Norms adopted in Rio, an Intergovernmental Panel on Forests adopted more than 100 
proposals for action in March 1997. Since its first session in 2001, the UN Forum Forests has focused on proposals to 
limit deforestation and generating resources for forestry. By 2005 it aimed at creating an international legal 
infrastructure for forests. 

Conferences that followed the first Earth Summit in Rio, such as the 1994 Conference on Population and 
Development in Cairo, Social Summit of 1995 in Copenhagen, Women's Conference in 1995 in Beijing and 
Conference Habitat II of 1996 in Istanbul - have reinforced their commitment to sustainable development and adopted 
strategies to implement Agenda 21. In September 2000 at the UN Millennium Summit, 147 world leaders agreed on 
development goals with  
         Global Environment Facility (GEF) - with the World Bank, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and UNEP (implementing agencies) was launched experimentally in 1991 and after the Earth Summit was restructured 
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to become the most important source of multilateral loans granted to countries in developing and transition countries 
for global environmental projects. In its first decade, GEF funded this project with $ 4.2 billion and attracted more than 
$ 11 billion for cofinancing. At the last funding in 1998, 36 countries  paid GEF an amount of $ 2.75 billion. 

At the fourth ministerial meeting in Doha, in November 2001, World Trade Organisation (WTO) adopted a 
declaration stating: the promotion and protection of “an open and non-discriminatory multilateral trading system, and 
acting for the protection of the environment and the promotion of sustainable development can and must be mutually 
supportive” [9] 

At the International Conference on Financing Development, held in Mexico at Monterrey in March 2002, the 
governments reaffirmed their commitment to sustainable development and donor countries promised a sum of $ 30 
billion, constituted as an additional contribution of resources by 2006. 

 
Climate Change Conference, Cancun, 2010 
It followed the United Nations Conference on Environment in Copenhagen, which took place without the 

expected success on 7-18 December 2009. According to the Agreement concluded in Cancun in December 2010 it 
provides for granting 30 billion dollars to developing countries in the near future and will reach $ 100 billion, an  
amount intended for the capacity of countries to adapt to climate change. The EU position was much more flexible than 
in December 2009 in Copenhagen, the Union taking a firm commitment to reduce emissions by 30%. European 
Commissioner Connie Hedegaard for Climate Change said in Cancun that new EU members, including Romania, had 
other concerns than climate change 

The Kyoto Agreement, which expired in December 2012, is legally binding for signing countries and 
stipulates a decrease of the emissions of carbon dioxide. Russia disputed the Agreement, and Canada and Japan 
criticised the strict targets of emissions’ reduction. Despite of this, the Russian president, Dimitri Medvedev, stated that 
Russia will reduce the carbon dioxide with 25% by 2020.  

Romania was represented at Cancun by Environment Minister László Borbély, who emphasized in his address 
that a further effort of will from all parties is needed and that would provide for a new global agreement with legal 
force, to follow the line of the Kyoto Protocol. 

The landmark of the commitments of the parties must remain the  limiting of global temperature increase to 2 
° C, and it requires from all major economies of the world an immediate and more sustained effort than the one 
promised by current individual and common pledges of reducing emission  gas with greenhouse effect. Minister for 
Environment and Forests said that ,although Romania is affected by the effects of global economic crisis at this time, 
our country continues to support without compromising the EU's commitments for supporting developing countries  
through early funding mechanisms  ("fast start finance") which is seen as an important bridge for mutual confidence 
between developed and developing countries, in the global effort to mitigate climate change. 

"At the same time, the solution on a key issue related to the commitments of reducing emissions, such as 
carryover of surplus of Assigned Amount Units (AAUs), must consider all aspects: recognition of the efforts made so 
far by the Parties, including  Romania, for compliance with its provisions and reduction targets under the Kyoto 
Protocol; a fair distribution of this reduction effort between all Parties and a proper evaluation of the economic, 
financial and social consequences determined by the effort to reduce emissions and by the decision on the carryover of 
surplus of AAUs, "said László Borbély. In a statement the Ministry of Environment it is said that the results achieved 
in the negotiation process do not foresee the relevant progress in the negotiation documents. It is however noted the 
progress on adaptation, technology transfer, institutional capacity and funding.[8] 
  

Rio Conference, 2012 Edition  
UN Commission on Environment and Development prepared decisions on global policies in the five thematic 

groups: Chemicals, Mining, Transportation, Waste Management, the 10-year Framework of programs on sustainable 
consumption and production decisions discussed in the context of the 19- Session of the UN Commission on 
Sustainable Development in May 2011. The negotiating session was difficult, especially on the 10-year Framework of 
programs on sustainable consumption and production. 

Our country held through the Environment Minister until May 2011, the position of chairman of this 
commission managing to balance certain sensitivities and reduce opinions to a common denominator in order to obtain 
some decisions and political recommendations aimed at public implementation. Thanks to this mode of action Romania 
has remained in the memory of the international community as a country that is beginning to have an important role in 
determining the political line in sustainable development globally. 

On October 10, 2011, a Romanian delegation attended the Ministerial Conference "Exchange of best practices 
on green economy in the context of Rio + 20" organized in Warsaw by the Polish Presidency of the European Union. 
The conference was aimed at creating a dialogue between the ministers of EU member countries and key global players 
of the negotiation process (USA, China, Brazil, Canada, Japan, South Africa) and also contributed to the preparation of 
the UN Conference on Sustainable Development in June 2012. 
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On 25 November 2011, the national preparatory process of the Conference on Sustainable Development of 
Rio in 2012 was launched in Moldova. At the events organized on this occasion were reviewed current achievements 
and prospects of Moldova in promoting sustainable development reducing poverty, promoting green economy and 
environmental protection. 

Rio+20 was a chance to move away from businessas-usual and to act to end poverty, address environmental 
destruction and build a bridge to the future. The official discussions was focus on two main themes: How to build a 
green economy to achieve sustainable development and lift people out of poverty, including support for developing 
countries that will allow them to find a green path for development; and how to improve international coordination for 
sustainable development. [7] 
    

3.Conclusions 
 
All this world conferences have positively influenced the evolution of the international law of environment. 

There are also several bi and multilateral agreements, that include stipulations related to one or more aspects that target 
environment protection, covering on subregional, regional and global issues. 

Thus, in the international environmental law have been materialized a number of fundamental principles for 
environmental protection. Being a relatively new and developing field, law and international policy in the field of 
environment protection also evolves in terms of the resolutions and declarations of international organizations such as 
the United Nations Program for Environment, World Health Organization or the International Atomic Energy which 
played an important role in forming international principles for environmental protection, although often these 
principles are not binding. Through repetition and state practice, which aims to incorporate these principles into 
national legal systems, they can become mandatory. 

Although, at present, the states around the world have different approaches to these principles, namely they 
consider them to be principles of developing international law or recognize them as principles of international law, they 
underpin current debates for political decision-making on international environmental protection and acquire an 
increasing importance for issues related to trade and environment. 

The global issues of the environment started becoming prominent and created the need of initiating some 
additional actions in order to increase public awareness, meant to determine the international community to take in due 
time functional measures, both internationally and nationally. The assessment of the impact of these „new” 
environment issues lead to admitting the fact that the progress registered in terms of integrating environment protection 
in policies and development actions was too small, more specifically that the objective defined through the 13th 
principle from the Declaration of Rio was not reached.  The 13th Principle from the Declaration of Rio stipulates that, 
in order to create a more reasonable management of resources, that would therefore lead to the improvement of the 
environment, the States should addopt an integrated and coordinated approach of their development plans, to ensure 
that their development is compatible with the need of protecting and improving the environment for the benefit of their 
own population. 
 

• Translated by Lecturer PhD Minodora Otilia Simion 
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