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Abstract 

Reducing poverty and social exclusion levels have been established as a main objective by the European 
Council, based on three indicators. These indicators relate to the rate of the poverty risk (after social transfers), the 
indicator of the level of poverty and the percentage of people living in households with limited work intensity. 
Achieving this objective depends on the various factors that cause poverty and/or exclusion, on the diversity of 
problems faced by the member states and the priorities these states have set for themselves. The total number of people 
affected by these social plights (116 million people in 2008) includes a larger population  than the one normally 
considered poor, because it includes a broader territorial perspective and different types of exclusion that are no 
longer only bound to income. The territorial dimension is becoming more and more important,, because the “poorest 
people” are concentrated in certain, smaller regions.  
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1. Introduction 

 

According to specialist literature, social exclusion is seen as more critical than social-economic disadvantages. 

One of its definitions states that an individual is social excluded if (s)he is a resident in a geographical area of society, 

where, on account of reasons outside their control, cannot participate in normal activities like any other citizen within 

that society, although they might want to. 

Social exclusionis part of the universe of public service. Whether it is debated or nit, this problem generates 

intense discussions for the communities – young supporters, children with high disease risk, empoverished families, 

parents that consume illegal substances and alcohol – and for the groups and individuals who are being marginalised. 

Social exclusion is taking roots as it is now becoming widespread and somewhat popular, but it can also be seen as 

weakness. This conceot is used to describe all types of phenomena, such as the lack of a stable job or sexual abuse.  

Meanwhile, children are excluded from their childhood – they are victims of “war” lead by adults (e.g. the 

young unemployed generation) and caused by a lack of accountability (e.g. no chance for expressing personal opinions 

during the teen years). This phenomenon is associated with the “wild youth”, something older generations have a hard 

time understanding. Some people go even further, arguing that young people, as a social class, are excluded from 

various activities – right to vote, driving, full time employment, right to education, exclusion from certain geographical 

areas – concerts, household activities, and neighbourhoods.  

 

2.  The drawbacks of social exclusion 
 

EU member states have been collaborating over the years and have exchanged best practices related to the 

reforming of theor social protection systems, while defining common objectives and agreeing on indicators based on 

which they could orient their social inclusion policies, pension systems reformation and long terms medical assistance 

and care policies.  

EU indicators for combating poverty have been approved and designed with the open method of coordination 

for protection and social inclusion, a method that has supported mutual learninh, has promoted involvement of all partie 

concerned, deepened the understanding the old and new social risks and has brought to the centre of the attention the 

challenges that require new approaches and solutions.   

The main responsibility in this area is within the competency of the EU member states, while reaching the 

objective of combating poverty will require the efforts and tools at both EU and national levels. Europe 2020 will offer 

new relevance to this activity and will contribute to the elaboration of a new policy to combat poverty and social 

exclusion.   
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In Europe, there are presently 20 million children exposed to poverty, and the risk increases by 25% for 

children who live in large families and by over 30% for children of single parents. These numbers have not gone down 

in the last years, despite an awareness being raised in the political class, as poverty means less opportunities and wasted 

potential.  

Poverty stops personal development and has negative effects on children’s health, educational results and 

general welfare. A child that grows up in poverty is a great risk of becoming a marginalised adult, caught in vicious 

circle that is passed on from generation to generation. Getting children out of this situation requires a multidimensional 

approach that affects employment policies, the design of the financial benefits systems, medial care services for 

children, children’s rights and education – something that has become an explicit objective in the Lisbon Treaty. Equal 

chances and family policies are also important. One out of five young people in the EU are exposed to poverty. More 

and more young people cannot follow higher education and are unable to find a job. One out of five people up to 25 are 

unemployed and have a high risk of poverty. Also, taking into consideration that one out of 10 working young people 

still skirt poverty, the quality of jobs and work force integration needs to be addressed.   

The main cause for poverty for the active population is unemployment. The risk of poverty for the 

unemployed is five times higher that for those who have a job (44% to 8%). Poverty and exclusion from the labour 

market go hand in hand and that is particularly relevant for women and children. On the other hand, low wages, a low 

level of abilities and inappropriate jobs can lead to poverty among the workforce. Since 2000, the number of people 

affected by poverty as result of extending temporary and part time jobs (including involuntary part time jobs) has 

increased and salaries have frozen. Poverty within the work force is also tied to the number of families with only one 

income. Lack of proper childcare services prevents family members to fully committing to their jobs. The elderly are 

also prone to a high risk of poverty in comparison with the overall population (19%). The sheer size of the 

demographic problem in the EU will only intensify the problem. Until 2030, the number of pensioners in the EU will 

increase by 25 million, thus testing the long term viability of our pension systems, medical systems and elderly care 

systems. In the long run, the risk of poverty for the elderly will also increase if their professional biographies become 

more fragmented.   

Firstly, an individual must live in a society for them to be excluded. Some authors have defined exclusion as a 

loss of citizenship. Society means doing regular activities and exchanging information so that a person may affirm their 

autonomy and status. Therefore, the relationship factors must be critical for an individual to be socially excluded.  

Poverty is determined by the following: the lack of resources or the lack of funds for a hime. On the other 

hand, social exclusion is based on relationship issues, such as a lack of participation in public life, a lack of integration 

and power.  

A child is not excluded just because (s)he lives in a modest house, but a child who has limited or troubled 

relations with their family or who is incapable of coming into contact with certain activities because of distancing and 

discrimination may be vulnerable to exclusion.  

The lack of a home is one of the most extreme forms of poverty, which has spread widely in the last few years. 

Lack of proper facilities (energy, water etc.) is another of the extreme forms. The financial exclusion that comes from 

the lack of access to banking services, as well as debt, made worse by the current economic crisis, can lead to 

difficulties in finding a job and a persistent marginalisation. Also, the economic crisis has highlighted the risk the 

migrant population faces in acontext marked by acute unemployment. In the first trimester of 2010, unemployment 

among foreign citizens went over 21%. For this population, loss of a job is another problem added to the lack of proper 

social security services. Certain ethnic minorities, like the rroma (around 10-12 million people in Europe), are the most 

affected and numerous group. People with chronic disabilities or with severe handicaps are frequently faced with 

economic and social hardships which often include the entire household: 6.5 million people with a poverty or exclusion 

risk declare one form or another of handicap.  

 

3. Ways of combating poverty and social exclusion 
 
 Economic development and employement are the main ways in which poverty and social exclusion can be 

eradicated, but also an efficient and modern social protection is an effective solution.  

Moreover, innovative social protection intervention must be combined with an extended set of social policies, 

including on target education, social assistance, house and health insurance, family planning and policies.  

 Social exclusion is usually generated by poverty. In this context, we can present the estimated level of 

development of the 42 counties in Romania. 

Therefore: 

1) From the statistics based on the profile of each county (42) we elaborate the matrix of the values for 6 economic 

indicators. The number of the indicators may vary. The total of the values is indicated by Aij; 

2) For each indicator we calculate the average  ; 

3) For each indicator we determine de deviation from average and square it ( A
2)iij A+  
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4) The average of the squared deviation : ( )∑
=

=−
42
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42

1

j
ijij AA δ  where  ,   i =1,2,…,6 is the respective 

dispersion; 

5) We extract the square root of the dispersion    and obtain the average of the dispersions  ; 

 

6) The following is elaborated:               -  the variation quotient  

 

7) In each cell in matrix A the arithmetic averages are transcribed  i; We elaborate for each cell the value of each 

indicator to  i   (the arithmethic average) and add:  j
i i
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I

A
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- is the estimation of the level of development 

for each of the 42 counties in Romania!  
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4. Conclusions 
 
Within the European Union, a platform has been created for combating poverty and social exclusion as part of the 

Europe 2020 strategy.. 

 The areas of action are: 

- Reformative actions and policies; 

- More efficient use of EU funds for promoting social inclusion;  

- Promoting social innovation ; 

- Partenerships and capitalising on social economy; 

- Better political coordination between member states 

In order to properly eradicate these two problems, we must first identify the fundamental causes of poverty, 

which include a lack of income and sufficient material resources to live a dignified life, inadequate access to basic 

facilities, such as medical assistance, housing and education. All of these make up the reasons why people and families 

are socially excluded.  

Finding solutions for these problems require approaches from all areas of policies and a better coordination 

between micro and macro economic policies outside of the traditional ones of social inclusion and protection: the active 

synergy of the Europe 2020 will be essential in this respect.  

For the work ready population, getting a job is the safest way to get out of poverty. This is a difficult message 

to convery in a period of economic crisis, but as our economies begin to increase, our main objective should be to 

ensure a viable economic growth, with an intensive exploitation of the potential for work places. 

Reaching the 75 % employment rate by 2020 would represent a way out of poverty for 20 million Europeans.  
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