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Abstract 

European funds is one of the most important instruments for addressing major development issues for Romania 

in the period 2014-2020. These funds must be used on the priorities identified in the framework of the partnership 

agreement 2014-2020 for Romania. In this paper are presented the main development priorities, which are supported 

by interventions in the framework of the 11 objectives of the thematic Strategy Europe 2020, in order to strengthen the 

sustainability of economic operators and improve regional attractiveness; of employment and labour mobility, offering 

solutions for severe social challenges and combating poverty, especially the underprivileged or marginalized 

communities or in rural areas; the development of the ICT sector and the transport sector, in order to increase the 

accessibility of regions of Romania and their attractiveness for investors; promoting energy efficiency, to an economy 

with low emissions of carbon, environmental protection and adaptation to climate change and settlement governance 

structural errors. 
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1. Introduction  
 

Funding priorities set by the Government for use of the European Structural Funds and investment (ESI funds) 

in the partnership agreement 2014-2020 have the overall objective of bridging the economic and social development 

between Romania and Member States of the European Union [1]. In Romania the period 2014-2020 will make 

investments using resources from the structural funds and the European Investment Bank in the context of the thematic 

objectives of 11 the Europe 2020 strategy [2]: 

OT1: strengthening research, technological development and innovation;  

OT2: improving access to information and communication technology, the use and quality of its; 

OT3: improving the competitiveness of SMEs, agriculture and fisheries and aquaculture; 

OT4: the transition supporting an economy with low emissions of carbon in all sectors;  

OT5: promoting adaptation to climate change, prevention and risk management;  

OT6: conservation and environmental protection and promote efficient use of resources; 

OT7: sustainable transport promotion, and removing blockages from important networks infrastructures; 

OT8: employment promoting sustainable and quality manpower and support labour mobility; 

OT9: promoting social inclusion, fight poverty and all forms of discrimination; 

OT10: investment in education, training and training for the development of the powers and lifelong learning; 

OT11: increase in capacity-building by the public authorities and parties concerned, and an effective public 

administration. 

Indicative allocation per objective of theme support by the European Union at national level is set out in Table 

no. 1. 

Table no. 1 Indicative allocation per objective of theme support by the European Union 
-Euro - 

Thematic 
objectives 

Value 
OT1 OT2 OT3 OT4 OT5 OT6 

Support 1.066.927.655 531.914.894 3.116.885.497 3.897.186.096 2.014.946.099 4.971.125.541 
Thematic 
objectives 

Value 
OT7 OT8 OT9 OT10 OT11 

 

Support 6.132.463.679 2.228.599.960 3.408.091.244 1.654.073.699 797.021.277 
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As a major beneficiary of the structural funds and European investment, Romania can receive up to EUR 31 

billion during the period 2014-2020, which equals 2,6% of GDP per year, and with 53% of the national public 

investment in areas supported by ESI funds [3]. 

Thematic objectives are selected according to the alignment and the capacity of their contribution in support of 

the main challenges in the field of development (Figure 1):  

 

 
 

Figure 1: The main development challenges during the period 2014-2020 

 
2. The main challenges for development 
 

The first challenge for development: Competitiveness and local development is supported by interventions 

within the thematic objectives, OT1, OT2 OT3 and OT8 (Figure 2), to strengthen the sustainability of economic 

operators and to improve regional attractiveness [4].  

 
Figure 2: The challenge 1 for development and thematic objectives which supports it 

 

Expected results following use of ESI funds within that challenges are [1]: 

 European Regional Development Fund:  

o a higher levels of investment in research, development and innovation, in both the public and private sectors; a 

growing number of innovative small and medium-sized enterprises; a better distribution of activities research, 

development and innovation in all regions of Romania; 

o a market more dynamic and more competitive on the whole territory of Romania, with associated earnings to 

consumers resulting from the increasing use of electronic commerce; the improvement of public services and reducing 

the administrative burden, both for businesses and for citizens, resulting from the implementation of e-Government 2.0; 

o an increase in the survival rate of newly created SMEs; increased productivity of SMEs; 

o an increase in added value and quality of local tourist resources. 

 European Agricultural Fund for Regional Development:  

o an increased number of cooperative actions; creating operational groups within the european Partnership for 

innovation for productivity and sustainability in agriculture; the development of an increasing number of products, 

practices, processes and new technologies and their application at the level of farms and in the food industry; 

o an increase in productivity and value added in the sectors of agriculture, forestry and food industry; reduce the 

polarization of agricultural holdings; the increase in the percentage of farms managed by qualified young farmers. 
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 European Maritime and Fisheries Fund  

o  increased productivity and added value in fisheries and aquaculture. 

The challenge 2 for development: Population and social issues is supported by interventions in the framework 

of objectives, thematic OT8 OT9, OT2, OT10 and OT11 (Figure 3), with a direct impact on employment and labour 

mobility, offering solutions for severe social challenges and combating poverty, especially the underprivileged or 

marginalized communities or in rural areas. 

 

 
Figure 3: The challenge 2 for development and thematic objectives which supports it 

 

Expected results from the use of ESI Funds under this challenge are: 

 European Social Fund: 

o increased participation in the labour market of persons in the category of young NEETs, within the category of aged 

between 15 and 24 years of age who do not follow any form of education, nor does it have a place of work, job 

applicants and persons inactive; more job opportunities by supporting entrepreneurship in poor areas; increased 

capacity of enterprises to formulate and implement policies relating to human resources, in order to adapt to changes in 

the labour market of the priority sectors; increased capacity of public employment services in relation to labour market 

analysis and forecasts, in order to better the correlation of powers with the requirements of the labour market and 

providing personalized services, as well as preventive measures on the labour market; 

o a reduction in the risk of poverty in marginalized communities through investment "flexible" forming part of 

integrated projects, including local development placed under the responsibility of the community; better social 

inclusion for disadvantaged groups, such as persons suffering from substance addiction, domestic violence, victims of 

trafficking in persons and persons deprived of their liberty or in the period of probation; increased access to quality 

services through community-based investment measures "flexible" outside the integrated projects; increased capacity of 

community-based services in order to provide services to appropriate standards, through non-material investment; 

increased efficiency and effectiveness of the system of social assistance; better capacity of the health system, including 

measures of prevention, by measures of a non-material investment; increased number and improved capacity of social 

economy structures; 

o increased participation in early childhood education and care and at preschool, especially for the Roma population 

and the rural areas, through non-material investment; reducing the inclusion in school and early school leaving within 

compulsory education, upper secondary education, in particular for rural areas, the Roma population and persons with 

special education needs, through non-material investment; increased level of participation in tertiary education and 

lifelong learning, through non-binding investment; reduced risk of digital exclusion, especially in rural areas and less 

developed regions of Romania, through non-binding investment; low deficits of qualified researchers; improved staff 

retention in the research sector; increased capacity of education and training institutions and providers in this area as 

regards powers of teaching, teaching methods and school programs; 

o increased capacity for evaluating the impact of policies in the fields of education and health. 

 European Regional Development Fund:  

o a smaller number of people at risk of poverty and social exclusion of marginalized urban communities through 

investment "stiff"; increased access to quality health services, community-based investments through "rigid"; 

o an increased access to quality education services within the children's education and care, and primary and 

secondary education, in particular of those in the less-favoured areas; increased access to quality education services in 

the context of tertiary education, especially to those which will ensure a better connection with research and/or a closer 

cooperation with the commercial sector; increased access to quality education services within secondary education, 

with an emphasis on sectors with growth potential, highlighted in the national strategy for competitiveness [10]; 
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o an increased use of information, technology and telecommunications in the sectors of education, social welfare and 

health. 

 European Agricultural Fund for Regional Development:  

o a more numerous employment opportunities outside agriculture in rural areas; the increase in the share of secondary 

and tertiary sectors in the economy of rural areas; 

o a risk reduction of poverty in rural areas through investment in small scale infrastructure, namely roads, water 

supply, sanitation, education, health and cultural heritage, including through the LEADER approach; better access of 

rural population to basic services and infrastructure; 

o an enhanced participation in short-term programs of training and training in the sectors of agriculture and food. 

 European Maritime and Fisheries Fund:  

o one more job opportunities; greater diversification of economic activity in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors and 

development of local fisheries from Romania. 

The challenge 3 for development: Infrastructure is supported by interventions in the framework of the 

objectives and thematic OT2 OT7 (Figure 4), both in the information, technology and telecommunications sector and in 

the transport sector, in order to increase the accessibility of regions of Romania and their attractiveness to investors. 

 

 
Figure 4: The challenge 3 for development and thematic objectives which supports it 

 

Expected results from the use of ESI Funds under this challenge are: 

 European Regional Development Fund:  

o an extensive coverage of NGN networks [8] at least 30 Mbps, including in rural areas; the increased level of 

services [8] NGA broadband, both by businesses and by customers on the domestic market; 

o a reduced travel times in the TEN-T network [9]; a joint transportation system more sustainable given the amount of 

rail network and increased share of the carriage of goods and passengers traveling on the water and on the railways, 

increasing use of subway in Bucharest-Ilfov Region, improving governance in the transport sector; 

o an increase in traffic safety for all modes of transport; reduced travel times due to investment in transport 

management systems; stationary times reduced the customs; increasing accessibility to less-developed regions from 

Romania. 

The challenge 4 for development: Resources is supported by interventions within the thematic objectives, OT4 

OT5 OT6 OT7, (Figure 5) and by promoting energy efficiency, to an economy low carbon emissions, environmental 

protection and adaptation to climate change. 

 
Figure 5: The challenge 4 for development and thematic objectives which supports it 

 

Expected results from the use of ESI Funds under this challenge are: 

 European Regional Development Fund:  
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o an increased use of public transport; reducing emissions of greenhouse gases effect; increased energy efficiency of 

buildings, public and industry; increasing access to intelligent network services; increasing the share of renewable 

energy in total energy consumption due to investments aimed at increasing installed power from producers of 

renewable energy sources; increased energy efficiency in heating system in selected cities, with the exception of 

Bucharest; 

o a reduction of contaminated sites and abandoned mines; increasing the protection and restoration of biodiversity; 

increase in capacity for assessing air quality; increasing the protection and restoration of cultural heritage; growth areas 

with rehabilitated public buildings and spaces in urban area; 

o an increase in capacity of electricity networks to take energy from renewable energy sources; increase in capacity of 

the gas network to ensure interconnection with networks of other neighbouring countries. 

 Cohesion Fund:  

o an improvement in energy efficiency in heating system of Bucharest; 

o a less economic damage caused by natural risks exacerbated by climate change; improved coordination and speed 

of response in the event of an emergency; 

o an increasing share of the population connected to public water supply and treatment of discharge and loading of 

organic biodegradable; extension selective collection cover; reducing biodegradable waste from landfill sites; 

rehabilitation of non-compliant waste deposits; 

o increasing use of underground transport in Bucharest-Ilfov region. 

 European Agricultural Fund for Regional Development:  

o an improvement of the production of renewable energy from biomass and other renewable sources (in rural areas); 

an increase in carbon sequestration and emission reductions in the agricultural and forestry sectors; 

o the extension of the areas on which they are applied in agricultural practices for adaptation to climate change and 

increasing share of efficient irrigation systems that contribute to sustainable water management in agriculture; 

o an increasing share of agricultural lands managed under organic and sustainable farming practices to maintain and 

preserve biodiversity; the increase in regions where it is avoided to abandon agricultural activities; the increase in 

support for owners of forest land for economic disadvantages facing the conservation of biodiversity and protection of 

soil resources and water on their land. 

 European Maritime and Fisheries Fund:  

o an energy efficiency and climate change mitigation in the aquaculture sector; 

o an increase in the protection and restoration of marine biodiversity; reducing the adverse effects of fishing on the 

marine environment; reducing fishing effort, reducing unwanted catches and discarded catches, the common realization 

of information exchange. 

  The challenge 5 for development: Administration and governance is supported by interventions in the 

framework of the objectives and thematic OT11 OT2 (Figure No. 6), through a systemic reforms geared towards 

resolving structural errors of governance. 

 

 
Figure 5: The challenge 5 for development and thematic objectives which supports it 

 

Expected results from the use of ESI Funds under this challenge are: 

 European Social Fund: 

o a systems and procedures for coordination and monitoring of public policies and strategies developed and 

implemented; mechanisms for consultation and participation in the decision-making process developed and 

implemented; modern systems and tools to improve the performance of public institutions developed and implemented; 

competence of employees within the public institutions and authorities; Integrated human resources management 

installed; high degree of satisfaction of citizens and undertakings with regard to the quality of public services; 

organizational and administrative capacity strengthened judicial institutions and human resources developed.  

 European Regional Development Fund:  

o coverage and increased efficiency of the registration system, to remove current bottlenecks in the implementation of 

investments and projects; 

o increased efficiency of the public administration, as a result of increased use of information, technology and 

telecommunications and e-governance. 
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3. Conclusions 
 

Expected results following use of ESI funds will contribute directly or indirectly to achieve the objectives of 

Romania by the year 2020, respectively: 

 to invest 2% of GDP in research and development; 

 the employment of 70% of the population between 20 and 64 years of age; 

 to reduce with 580 000 people the number of people experiencing poverty and social exclusion or are at risk of 

poverty and social exclusion; 

 to reduce the rate of early school leaving under 11,3%; 

 completing tertiary courses in tertiary education by at least 40% of young people between the ages of 30 and 34 

years; 

 to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases by 20% relative to 1990; 

 to increase the share of renewables in final energy consumption at 24%; 

 19% increase in energy efficiency. 

Progress in achieving the objectives of the thematic present themselves as follows:  

 employment rate in the age group 20-64 years of age has reached 63,27% in the first quarter of 2016 [11]; 

 expenditures on research-development is 0,38% of GDP in 2015 [16]; 

 for the year 2016 obligatory share of electricity produced from renewable energy sources, benefiting from the 

system of promotion through green certificates, 12,15% is from gross final consumption of electricity [13]; 

 in absolute terms, 869.000 people were removed from the category of those at risk of poverty or social exclusion 

during the period 2008-2014 [3]; 

 the rate of early school leaving is 19,1% in 2015 [16], Romania having one of the highest rates of early school 

leaving in the European Union; 

 graduation rate of tertiary education has improved substantially, reaching 25% in 2014 [3]; 

 Romania is on track to achieve the goal set for 2020 in terms of energy efficiency, due to the fact that the objective 

of a substantial increase in energy consumption that exceeded both the previous level, and the current one. 
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